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FOUNDATIONFOCUS
Providing unique and innovative learning experiences at Fremont School District 79.

The Fremont Education Foundation Newsletter

Fremont Outdoor Learning 
Environment Underway
The Foundation allocated more than $30,000 to the 
Foundation's Outdoor Education Committee’s initiatives. 
The Outdoor Education Committee has exciting plans 
to develop the 40 acres behind the elementary and 
intermediate schools into the Fremont Outdoor Learning 
Environment or F.O.L.E.  This area features woodlands, 
wetlands and prairies and will be enhanced to be used 
as an extension of the school. Volunteers are currently 
directing Phase One. 
The plan includes path 
improvement, woodland 
care and prairie 
restoration.  If you are 
interested in getting 
involved, contact FOLE 
Coordinator,  
Karen Stanley at 
shannyrvr@yahoo.com.

Foundation Awards $19,000 in Grants
The Fremont Education Foundation has completed 
its annual grant process for the 2008/2009 school 
year.  Eight grants, totaling $19,320 were awarded to 
various teacher applicants, to provide unique learning 
opportunities for our students beyond the traditional 
classroom environment.  We are excited about the 
innovative and creative ideas that our instructors 
presented and cannot wait for our students to 
experience it all! 

What is the Fremont Education Foundation?
The Fremont Education Foundation is a not-for-profit organization formed to enhance and complement educational 
opportunities for all students attending our district schools.  The foundation is qualified by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) 
organization to receive tax deductible donations in support of educational excellence in our school district and 
community.

Our goals are: 
•   To stretch the boundaries of the traditional classroom and create diverse “teaching moments” 
•   To foster enthusiasm and support in the community for Fremont Schools 
•   To foster a love of learning 
•   To encourage students and faculty to be global learners 

How does the Foundation Operate?
The Foundation operates independently from the District 79 Board of Education and is directed by a volunteer Board 
of Trustees who are committed to the goal of educational excellence. The Trustees work to build partnerships in the 
community, research and select Foundation projects, and raise funds to support those projects. Our fund raising efforts 
have included: direct donations, the commemorative brick pavers placed in front of each school building, and grant 
awards. In the past, the Foundation has also raised funds through events such as an annual golf outing and a casino night.

See page 4 for a list of past event sponsors and donors. We are very grateful for their support! 



Fremont Education Foundation 2

Magnetic Traversing Wall
Like rock climbing?  The Adventure Education 
program will have endless bounds this year with the 
installation of a magnetic, traversing wall.  A traversing 
wall is a climbing wall that runs horizontally along 
a wall rather than vertically.  This wall will teach 
communication, teamwork, problem solving, trust 
building and cooperative skills in a non-traditional way.  
The equipment will provide 
core strength training with 
endless cross-over applications 
from physical education to 
the classroom.  For example, 
students can traverse along 
the wall pulling off magnetized 
letters to create themed 
words from unit study in the 
classroom.  Although the wall will 
be installed in the elementary 
school, it will be available to all students and faculty.   
- Grant proposal submitted by Josh Bonner and Kathy Reilly

Math Versatiles
We’re talking hands-on learning as the fourth grade 
team receives a unique, math learning tool called 
Versatiles.  Versatiles are manipulatives, or learning 
toys, that can be used to deepen students’ conceptual 
understanding and application of math skills. Versatiles 
combine the challenge of a puzzle with purposeful 
workbook practice. These interactive activities 
encourage independent learning while allowing students 
to work at their own pace. Students receive immediate 
feedback so they can self-correct their answers.  
- Grant proposal submitted by Sandy Ozimek

Character Counts!
This character education program at the intermediate 
school is a framework of basic values called, The Six 
Pillars of Character.  Those values include:  trustworthi-
ness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship. 
This program is accomplished through school-wide 
character recognition programs.  Additionally, the 
Character Counts Club is another powerful means to 
advance these curricular and behavioral virtues.   
- Grant proposal submitted by Carla Tulley

Poetry Pirates Coming Alive:  Ahoy!
Originally, this program started as one fifth-grade 
classroom’s pirate fun.  Today, grant funding from the 
Foundation will allow it to be available to all students 
in the intermediate school.  First, fifty poems will be 
posted around the school as part of a scavenger hunt 
competition. The students will be challenged to find 
the correct poem, based on clues such as: “find a haiku 
poem about a bird.” Winners will receive prizes from a 
pirate’s treasure box.  

The second part of the pirate experience will involve 
a visit from the nationally known, Poetry Alive 
organization.  This two-day visit in April will entail 
two assembly performances for grades 3-5, and eight 
small group workshops for the fifth grade classes.  
This ingenious program supports all aspects of the 
literacy curriculum while engaging the students into 
understanding and appreciating poetry.   
- Grant proposal submitted by Denise Mazzocchi

Medieval Days
King Arthur himself 
would be proud of the 
Foundation as it once 
again bestows funding 
to the sixth grade 
Medieval Day.  This 
well-planned, whole day 
program, in which all sixth grade teachers and students 
participate, expands the students’ learning by bringing 
the traditions and cultures of that time period to life!  
Applications now cross-over into other classes such as 
science, music, art and more. This year, a new activity has 
been added that will bring the days of the Knights of the 
Round Table alive!  
- Grant proposal submitted by Michael Crandall and Ann Ward 

Visit: www.fef79.org to learn more about the 
Foundation and projects funded in previous years.

Fremont Education Foundation Projects Funded in 2008/2009
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FEF Projects Funded in 08/09 

Elementary School  
Visiting Author Program
The Foundation and the Parent Teacher Organization 
(PTO) co-funded an upcoming visit by Carolyn Crimi, 
a popular children’s author. Mrs. Crimi will take the 
students on a “story hunt” to teach them the ins and 
outs of writing and publishing children’s stories or 
poetry.  The author will also hold a traditionally, well-
liked “family night” during the visit in March 2009.   
These popular events really get students excited and 
motivated about reading and writing!    
- Grant proposal submitted by Jennifer Parmley

Middle School  
Visiting Author Program
Gordon Korman, a young adult, best-selling author of 
over 65 titles, spoke to the middle school students on 
November 6, 2008. His large, group presentations were 
attended by over 650 middle school students.  

In 7th grade, Korman’s language arts writing assignment 
turned into his first novel, This Can’t be Happening at 
Macdonald Hall.  Korman encouraged students to write 
about what they know and what they observe in their 
everyday lives. He challenged the students to use their 
imagination and write the answer to the question, 
“What if”?  

His visit was a primary source for students to learn 
about writing as a career from a real-life author who 
attributes his success to finding humor in everyday life 
experiences. Seventeen students were chosen by their 
language arts teachers to have lunch with Mr. Korman 
and enjoyed a casual question and answer session with 
him.  All district families were invited to the evening 
presentation. Korman’s visit was co-funded by the 
Foundation and the PTO.	  
- Grant proposal submitted by Trudi Snavely

Readers’ Theater
And the Oscar goes to? The Foundation has granted 
funds to begin a reader’s theater costume closet for 
the fourth grade. The use of costumes increases the 
students’ enthusiasm for theatrics. Reader’s theater 
enhances both reading skills and oral skills such as 
speaking in front of a group and use of tone for 
expression.	 - Grant proposal submitted by Amber Rychlik

You Can Make A Difference!
Consider a financial contribution to the Fremont 
Education Foundation and you can make a difference in 
the lives of our children.  Your donation, of any size, is 
always welcome. Contributions can be general in nature 
or can be given to support a particular project.  

Alternative forms of donating include: memorials, 
naming the Foundation in your will or as a beneficiary 
of a life insurance policy, donating real estate or other 
real property, or giving a gift in someone’s name.  If your 
company sponsors a donation match program, keep in 
mind we are a qualified 501(c)3 organization.

If you are interested in a contributing financially, 
donations can be made payable to Fremont Education 
Foundation and mailed to 28555 North Fremont Center 
Road, Mundelein, lllinois, 60060.

Your contributions of time, knowledge and talent 
are also needed.  The Foundation has the following 
opportunities available:

•  Trustees	

•  Grant writing committee members	

•  Outdoor education committee members	

•  Fremont Outdoor Learning Environment volunteers	

•  Spring fundraiser committee members

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Angie Holsen (847.550.8736 or stangie1@comcast.net) 
to find out about one of our projects or fund raisers, or 
about becoming a trustee.

No matter what form it takes, your support is vital.  All 
gifts will be put to work helping to provide the brightest 
hope for tomorrow - educational excellence for our 
children.

Receive Email Updates
Send us your e-mail address & be kept up to date 
with Foundation activites.  Send an e-mail to: 
fremonteducationfoundation@comcast.net  
with your e-mail address in the subject line and we  
will add you to our distribution list.



Paper and printing provided by the Foundation.

www.fef79.org 4 January 2009

Fremont Education Foundation Trustees:
Sharon Popielewski	 Chair		 Angie Holsen	 Vice Chair

Karen Stanley		  Secretary	 Adam Grinde	 Treasurer

Rob Maple		  Trustee	 Al Scaletta	 Trustee

Darin Meyer 	 Superintendent’s Representative

Adam Lang 	 Teacher Representative - Middle School

Carla Tulley 	 Teacher Representative - Intermediate School

Pepper Construction
Meridian Design Build
TDS Metrocom
Helivalues, Inc.
Harrison Wallace Financial Group
Althoff Industries, Inc.
Cambridge Bank
The Chatham Group
Discovery Learning Institute
Anthony Markiewicz, DDS, Ltd.
Northern Illinois Mack, Inc. 
T.A. Cummings Jr. Co.

Quest Foods Management 
Salvi, Schostok & Pritchard, PC
Air Con Refrigeration
Cherry Hill Cleaners
Events.org
Irish Eyes Design
Oce Printing
PSA/Dewberry
Park Street Restaurant
Scariano, Hines & Petrarca
Sign Scapes
Asbestos Project Management

County Wildlife Control
Frank Cooney Company
Kaiser’s Pizza & Pub
Oregano’s
Pepping Family
Kevin Petschow
Popielewski Family
Rustoleum
Dr. Rick Taylor
Tenacious Cleaning Service, Inc.
James B. Wiese, DDS, PC 

Our Sponsors:

Fremont Teachers	
ApplebeesTM	
Artist at Heart
Bath & Body WorksTM

Carol Bennett 
Bill’s Pizza
BlockbusterTM	
Brunswick ZoneTM Deer Park
Ceisel Family
Chuck E CheeseTM

Countryside Fire Department
County Wildlife Control
Crossroads
Crowne Plaza Suites
Culvers of Mundelein
CurvesTM for Women
Destination Fitness
Dicks Sporting Goods
Discovery Learning
Dominicks	
Eggsperience
Eifert Family	
Einstien Bagels
ES PE Teachers
Elements Car Wash

Elly’s Pancake House
Karen Erickson 
Eskape
Family Video
Glaicer Ice Arena 
Dr. Denise Glasgow  
Golf GalaxyTM

Grace Nails
Guin Family
Hair Topia
Hawthorn Gardens
Hawthorn Lanes
Hawthorn Woods Country Club
Hawthorn Woods Police Dept
Dawn Heath 
Higgason Family
Hobby Lobby
Hoffman Greenhouses
Hurley Family
IS Specials Teachers
Jacobson Orthodontics
Jewel
Kaiser’s Pizza
Karma
Kindergarten Students

Lakeside Lanes
Libertyville Gymnastics
Lustig Jewelers
Maid Brigade
Mambo Italiano
Maple Family
McCarthy’s Restaurant
Doug McMahan 
Memphis in Mundelein BBQ Sauce
MS Specials Teachers
Michael Stanley Landscaping
Pam Motsenbocker
Mundelein Park District
Nails 2001
Matt & Paula Nierman
Jenifer Nollin 
Northwestern University Athletics
On the Border
Pam Motsenbocker
Park Street
Pepe
Petco
Philly G’s
PRP Wine International
Pump It Up

Red Cottage Salon & Spa
Regal Movie Theaters
Kathy Salvi 
Corey Sciutto 
Shear Madness
Sportmart
StarbucksTM

Summit Ice Cream
Sweets Allways, Heather Linane
Dr. Rick Taylor
Turks Greenhouses
Usborne Books, Audrey Massel
Village of  Hawthorn Woods
Vzone Wireless
Wa-Pa-Ghetti’s Pizza
Wauconda Wellness
Westfield Mall
WhirlyballTM

Wines for Humanity
Wing Stop
YMCA
Zalewski Family
Dr. Lynette Zimmer

Our Silent Auction Donors:

Visit www.fef79.org to learn more about the 
Foundation & projects funded in previous years.


